Physiology of the adrenal cortex.
Knowledge of the functional morphology and physiology of the adrenal cortex and of the regulation of its secretory products is essential to understanding the meaning of the results of various tests in the diagnosis of adrenocortical disease and to providing the postoperative care necessary to correct this condition. Removal of a cortisol-producing adenoma will necessitate replacement of glucocorticoids only, whereas after resection of an aldosterone-producing adenoma, no steroid replacement will be required.